
 

 

 

 

                                   

                                 

                                Fall …doesn’t this time of year 

                                make you feel reflective? It sure 

does for me. And in the case of our dog park – WOW 

– there is lots to reflect upon, and still, a few things 

to look forward to as well.  – yes, really, it is – finally. I 

started writing this newsletter surrounded by a foot of snow 

on the fifth day of spring. Quite odd posting floral graphics 

and spring thoughts while my feet were still tucked away in 

my nice warm boots. But, it’s spring – yes, really, it is. 
 

We cominbed sumer/fall publications – there is lots to tell.. 

Why do we do what we do…good stewards of our org, 

develop structure, stability, organization, 

dependable/consistent processes, clean/smooth to hand off to 

future volunteer leaders. 

earn recognition as “Top Dog Park”                                        

                                                                      

 

 

 

Regards, Judi 

 

Contents 

 
President Message…1 

Kick-Off Event……….2 

More Games………..2 

Feature Story: Trio, Amazing Dog…..3 

Secretary Message…….4 

Message Boards Etc….4 

GMM Highlights…....5 

SWCDP Ballot Results..….5 

Rainbow Bridge……..6-7 

Turf Report and More….8 

Safety and Incident Committee…9 

Forms and Process..…….9 

Feature Story: Irresistible Cleo…..10 

Summer Photos. ByeBye Pools….11 

Alternate Dog Park Review…..12 

Volunteerism and Needs…..13 

Dog Wash, Big Dig, Etc…..……14 

SWCDP Survey Summary…..15 

SWCDP Survey Results……15-20 

 

 

 

 
 

Willow 
Dobie Girl 

President’s Message 

 

Newsletter 
Autumn 2013 

www.swcitydogpark.org 

 

Fall 2013 … Page 1 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+clip+art+autumn+leaves&id=9480CC94A570EC85D935F2C3F2047D3788749B18&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=60A974E55725F57CAFA341AB7923EB9B651070F3&selectedIndex=58#view=detail&id=60A974E55725F57CAFA341AB7923EB9B651070F3&selectedIndex=58
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=free+clip+art+autumn+leaves&id=9480CC94A570EC85D935F2C3F2047D3788749B18&FORM=IQFRBA#view=detail&id=B29DE365EE9287C9CABF116A210E6AB31501AAFC&selectedIndex=164#view=detail&id=B29DE365EE9287C9CABF116A210E6AB31501AAFC&selectedIndex=164
http://www.swcitydogpark.org/


 

President Msg: 
 

 

Stories: 

Trio – Amazing Dog 

Cleo – Adoption, Couldn’t Resist (and 

transport volunteerism) 

One more? 
 

RIP: 

Julie Dring dog 

Tristan 

One more? 
David Nasser 

 

GMM: 

Short story of accomplishments 

Vote results 

Gift winners 

 

Survey: 

End section, show charts and overall and 

take away summary 

 

Coming Soon: The Big Dig Story, featuring 

the Dog Wash Project 

 

Hotline, Mud closing, 

review roster, tags 

AP –  

Winter Shelter and name 

 

 

 

Note re Terese 
 

Turf Update and More 

Trees, walkway 

Straw 

Shelter 

Water turn-off 

 

Communications 

Msg Boards (2) 

 

Safety / Incident Reports 

 

Summer Photos: 

 

Kick-Off Weekend: 

 

Puppy Pool Party: 

 

Volunteerism and Recruiting: 

 

Thank you to Sloan, graphics and gear 

Congrats on shop opening 



Our New Garden 
Front Garden Gets a Makeover 

 

Greeting you upon the 2013-2014 Season opening will be a fresh, new front garden. We 

have cleaned it up and are in the process of upgrading the area so that it will be more 

welcoming – to the humans – and at the same time provide consistent greenery and 

interest and color that changes with the seasons. 
 

Give garden update  

and photos 

 

Shrub and Flower Donations 
Sunday, May 5 

10:00am – 2:00pm 
Could you donate a plant or flower to help the dog park stretch our funds?  

Maybe when purchasing for your home, you could add one more item for 

the dog park. Just drop it off on Sunday, May 5 – we will organize the 

donations and plant them the following week. Let’s make this a dog park 

community project. Please check with your nursery about the 

appropriateness of the plant before purchasing. Thank You!  

What We Need 
Informal –Casual  

Evergreens, water loving, low to mid height 

such as: azalea, false cypress, yews, boxwood, twisted 

willow, pussy willow, witch hazel, spice bush, inkberry, 

button bush 

Perennials, easy to maintain 

such as: Hosta, black eye susan, echinacea, lily of the 

valley, ferns, cannas, iris, cardinal flowers - summer 

blooms, fall blooms, winter blooms 

Annuals, we will take a few for color interest – but we get 

a better bang for buck with perennials, one planting, 

ongoing return. 

What We Do Not Need 
Formal – Structured 

Flowers that require pinching dead heads, or high   

  maintenance 

Shrubs or bushes that are fussy to grow 

Day Lilies, Tulips, Daffodils (we have some and plan 

to divide and spread) 

 

Note: Better to donate one more mature plant than 

2-3 tiny ones, so that we can jump start the new 

garden and see it velvetize within a season or two. 



Trio’s Story . . . 

Meet One Very Amazing Dog 

. . . and his pack 
Have you seen this guy running around the dog park? 

Did you notice anything different? 

Trio does not know that he is special! 



 

2013 Survey Results 
Annual Dog Park Member Survey 

 

 

President’s Message 

 

Each season, or at least 

every 12-18 months, SWCDP 

conducts a member survey 

with the sole purpose of 

getting up-to-date – and 

hopefully, candid feedback 

from our members. 
 

We seek to understand 

member satisfaction with their 

dog park experiences and 

dog park management. And, 

we ask for suggestions for 

park improvements, solutions 

to problems, and any ideas 

that may contribute to making 

our dog park one of the best 

in the region. 
 

In case we have follow up 

questions, to eliminate 

duplications, and to ensure 

honest information, we 

require each member identify 

themselves in the survey. But, 

for privacy sake, we only 

publish survey results without 

human or dog names.  
 

We feel this process gives us 

pretty accurate data – and we 

are pleased to share the 

results with our current 

membership. 

 

Answers to each question 

gave us valuable input from 

our members, but as we 

reviewed the totality of the 

survey, there were a few 

responses that really stood 

out from the rest…mostly 

because response indicated 

very strong opinions or high 

consensus. See the highlights 

in column at right. 
 

We also received a lot of 

very good feedback through 

the suggestion questions, 

which were broken out into: 

A) Turf, Repair, Grounds 

Improvement; B) SWCDP 

Communications, Policies, 

and Processes; C) Events, 

Activities and Education;  

D) Other.  
 

With space constraints, we 

selected a few responses 

that we thought were either 

insightful, provocative, or 

fun. Suggestions are 

scattered throughout this 

newsletter. In some cases, 

we have already enacted 

upon the suggestion, and 

with others, we recommend 

this be food for thought – 

worthy of more discussion. 

 

A Few Highlights 
 

Survey gives us an idea of 
our members likes, habits, 
trends, “who we are”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very sincere thank you 
to each and every member 
who took the personal time 
to complete the survey. A 
very good investment in 
YOUR dog park. We 
appreciate your helping us 
create – and maintain - a 
safe and fun dog park 
experience. 

Fall 2013 … Page XX 



Zip Code 

146 responses; 60 in 63109; 33 in 

63116; 24 in 63139; 14 in 63123; 4 in 

63110 and 63119 

 

Driving Distance  

146 responses; 49 = 1-2 miles; 39 = 

2-3 miles; 25 = 3-5 miles; 16 – either 

under 1 mile or over 5 miles 

 

SNA Members (SWCDP Sponsor) 

143 responses; 16 are SNA members; 

33 live in area but are not SNA members; 

94 do not live in area, not applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Referral Source 

128 responses; 46 from friends and 

family; 43 from internet or SWCDP web; 

38 from visiting Willmore Park; 7 from 

SNA recommendations; 20 from other. 

 

 

Event Idea 
Membership Tenure 

143 responses; 63 since 2012;         

34 since 2011;  21 since 2010;  12 since 

2013;  7 since 2008;  10 since 2006;            

2 since 2007 

 

List a member idea 

about event, activity, or 

educational opportunity 

or training etc. 

 

 

Value of Fee 

146 responses; 69 say best deal/high 

value; 54 say reasonable fee for value; 26 

say average; 5 say fee too high; 1 says too 

expensive 

 

Market Comparison 

140 responses; 53 have only used 

SWCDP; 53 say SWCDP better than other 

dog parks; 15 say SWCDP best dog park; 

16 say SWCDP average; 2 say SWCDP is 

worse than others; 1 says less appealing 

 

Reason for Joining 

145 responses; 100 for dog exercise; 

41 for dog socialization; 4 for outdoor 

enjoyment; 4 for other reasons 
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Statistical 

Variances 

Favorite Dog Activity 

143 responses; 57 group run/chase; 

30 solo walk around; 23 group rumble & 

wrestle; 16 solo ball/frisbee; 7 solo hang w 

humans; 5 group tug/interactive games; 4 

solo hang/watch; 1 group herding/fun police 

Favorite Human Activity 

144 responses; 66 group walk/talk; 

35 solo walk; 15 solo sit/watch; 15 group 

stand/hang out;  10 group sit/chat; 3 solo 

hang in special spot 

145 total respondents – 

but some participants 

chose to skip a few 

questions, hence, the 

varying total responses 

per question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequency – Monthly Visits 

144 responses; 57 = 5-15 visits;      

52 = 16-30 visits; 21 = 4 or less visits;    

11 – 31-50 visits; 3 = 50 or more visits. 

 

Favorite Weekend Time Slots 

137 responses; 31 – 10:00-11:30am; 

29 = 2:30-4:00pm; 28 = 8:00-10:00am;   

26 = 11:30am-2:30pm; 13 = 4:00-6:30pm; 

5 = 6:00-8:00am; 4 = 6:30-8:30pm;           

1 = 8:30-10:00pm 

Favorite Weekday Time Slots 

141 responses; 61 = 4:00-6:30pm;  

29 = 6:30-8:30pm; 14 = 8:00-10:00am;   

12 = 2:30-4:00pm; 9 = 6:00-8:00am;         

9 = 10:00-11:30am; 5 = 11:30am-2:30pm;      

2 = 8:30-10:00pm 

Alternate DP Usage 

136 responses; 59 not applicable;    

52 to get away aggressive dogs; 19 to take 

a time out; 3 due to low energy issues;      

3 due to physical limitations 

Alternate DP Frequency 

143 responses; 59 limited/irregular 

use; 54 never use; 15 neutral feelings/use; 

13 use frequently + Main; 2 use every visit 

and do not use Main 

 

Insert 

 

 

Insert suggestion from survey 
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tivity Favorite Human Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favorite Weekend Time Slots Favorite Weekday Time Slots 

Alternate DP Frequency  

Insert 

 

 

Insert suggestion from survey 
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Thoughts  

for 

 

 

Future  

 

Upgrades 

 

 



SEASON UPGRADES and IMPROVEMENTS Let us 

know your thoughts on the improvements. 

Excellent, 

high value 

Very good 

value 

Neutral, 

not sure it 

enhances 

park 

Slightly 

disappointing, 

limited value 

Wasted 

effort, no 

value 

Rating 

Count 

New Water Bowls (Water Stations 

2,3,4) 

40.0% (56) 43.6% (61) 10.0% (14) 4.3% (6) 2.1% (3) 140 

BIG DIG I, new drainage system, 

elimate mud (Water Station 1) 

46.4% (65) 45.7% (64) 5.0% (7) 2.1% (3) 0.7% (1) 140 

BIG DIG II, expanded pool pad and 

drainage system (Water Station 3) 

43.9% (61) 47.5% (66) 6.5% (9) 1.4% (2) 0.7% (1) 139 

Winter Temp Shelter, upgraded for 

use Nov-Mar 

57.7% (79) 35.0% (48) 5.8% (8) 1.5% (2) 0.0% (0) 137 

Stone Walkway, stone and gravel 

walk in gangway 

45.0% (63) 43.6% (61) 10.7% (15) 0.7% (1) 0.0% (0) 140 

Agility Course, expanded and 

secured with fence 

17.1% (24) 42.1% (59) 29.3% (41) 3.6% (5) 7.9% (11) 

140 

answered question 140 
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